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September Memory Verse: But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself,
if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to
the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24 ESV)

Series: Who’s Your One? (03)
Title: Listen to the Voice of God
Scripture: Acts 23

FOUR VOICES OF AUTHORITY
The Four Voices of Authority - they define the standards of living we abide by.

1. The voice of GOD (Truth).
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father except through
me.”
John 17:17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.
1 John 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so
that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ This
is the true God and eternal life.”

2. The voice of SELF (You).
Isaiah 5:20-21 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in
their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!”



Parkway Baptist Church Sept. 19, 2021
Rev. J. Derek Futrell

1 Cor. 3:18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age,
let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with
God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows
the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”
Proverbs 21:2-4 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the heart.
3 To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.
4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin.
Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.
Prov. 19:21 - Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that
will stand.

3. The voice of SOMEONE ELSE (Another Person).
Genesis 3:1-7
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall
you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths.
1 Corinthians 1:25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.
1 Cor. 3:18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age,
let him become a fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with
God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,”20 and again, “The Lord knows
the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are
yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the
future—all are yours,23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.
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4. The voice of AN IDEAL (a culture or group).
Exodus 32:1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go
before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the
people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he
received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf.
And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said,
“Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt
offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to
play.
Prov. 21:30 - No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the LORD.
Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind
you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”

1. Paul: listening to God’s Voice (1-5, 11)- the Holy Spirit
● God’s VOICE was one of COURAGE, COMMENDATION, AND CONFIDENCE.

2. The Jews (Sadducees & Pharisees): Listening to their Culture’s Voice (preserving
each of their traditions) (6-15)

Culture’s VOICE is one of pride, preservation, and prejudice.

3. Paul’s Nephew: (son of Paul’s sister) listening to God’s Voice (16-22)
● God’s VOICE was one of COURAGE, COMMENDATION, AND CONFIDENCE.

4. Tribune/Chief Captain/Commander: listening to Self’s Voice (after hearing Paul’s
nephew) (23-30)

Self’s VOICE is one of pride, preservation, and prejudice.

5. Soldiers: listening to someone else’s voice (tribune) (31-33) their leader’s
Someone else’s VOICE is one of Fear, False-Security, and Frantic.

Now What?
● Ask myself - Which voice am I listening to? How can I tell if I’m listening to the voice of

truth?


